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President: Derryck Turner This months contents: 

Ps Gerry Oesmaris ; 
Secretaryt:Malcolm Post 1) Hardware Review 
Treasurer: Dave Battershill Trackball Controller 
Librarian:Dale Fritz By: Chuck Kereluck 
Editors *Robert Cazares 


Chuck Kereluck 2) Minutes/’NO MINUTES THIS 

: ISSUE. 
If vou uere there you now 
know what happened! 


3) Random Bits 
By: Chuck Kereluck 
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APRIL MEETING: 

APRIL Sth, 1998 

THURSDAY TiSGpnm 

8517 35th Ave. HE. Seattle 

UNI NERSITY FEDERAL Sanines PLAN 

A 

SEATUG General Info Address: ol 
Derryck Turner WE FINALLY WADE IT TO THE COVER 
18969 H.E. 45th St. THANKS TO MIKE DIREIHZO AND HIS DIG- 
Kirkland, Wa. 98633 ITIZER EORHRD. WE KNEW WE COULD DO IT 


SOMEHOW. THE SNUG DIGITZER IS GN THE 
WAY BACK TO THEN FOR INZFECTION za 


HEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: HOPEFULLY WE WILL HAVE THAT EACK 
Chuck Kereluck SOOH. MAYEE THEN YOU'LL EE OUR NEXT 
3813 32nd Ave. H.E. COVERPERSON. 

Seattle, Ha 98115 E i SGA 


TOP LEFT CLOCKWISE:MALCOLH, PAT, 


CHUCK, DAVE, 


HEHSLETTER EXCHANGE: ROBERT 
Robert Cazares 

118 H.W. 84th St 

Seattle, Wa. 95117-3844 

(2066) 769-3275 


$.M.U.6. Presents : 


The 1990 SINCLAIR COMPUTER Exposition 
MILWAUKEE WISCONSIN 


June 2 & 3 /Banquet Friday Night June 1 
SEMINARS, DOOR PRIZES, SWAP SHOP, 
SOFTWARE, PERIPHERALS, HARDWARE, 

AND LOTS OF OTHER STUFF 


Location 


WAUKESHA HOLIDAY INN (414) 786-0460 
Hwy 18 & I94 Waukesha, WI 53186 


There will be a SNUG meeting Saturday Night June 2, 1990 
Ticket Information: 


in advance at the door 
One day : $4.00 $ 5.00 
Bothdays : $7.00 $ 9.00 
Banquet : $16.00 $16.00 Limited seating 
Table : $25.00 (incld. 2 day badge) $25.00 Limited table space 


Tables are 6 feet by 30 inches 
For MORE INFORMATION contact 


Bill Heberlein Neal Schultz 
5052 N. 91st Street or call 7 - 10pm 
Milwaukee, WI 53225 (414) 353-4522 


for RESERVATIONS mail to: 
Expo Reservations 


P.O. Box 101 
i Butler, WI 53007 
E e E D d 
Name Phone ( ) 
Address 
City State Zip 
Please reserve one day badge @ $4.00 each=$ 
Please reserve two day badges @ $ 7.00 each = $ 
Please reserve Banquet tickets @ $16.00 each - $ 
Please reserve 6' x 30" tables @ $25.00 each = $ 


I have included a check/money crder for total = $ 


Let s welcome the tuo Mikes to 
TECHAICAL TALK -NOTES -DIAGRANS -DATA = SUGGESTIONS -INFORMATION ses our aroup and thanks 20, again, 
2. a ; to Robert for his ef fo z in 
> Rano Fats “doing tuo in one ni TIS i 
AW | | 


A WORD TO THE WISE 


TECHNICAL TALH- MATES- ULAGHANS - LATA - SUGGESTIONS -INFORHATION eee Software developers and vend- 
bY Chuck Keretuck ore cam have a difficult life. 
Hot only are attempts made, most 
THE SEATUG GREMLIH STRIKES tines Tully, to illegally 
AGAIH-- cory progran, before it 
AND NIKE DI RIENZO STRIKES [E mained, but zöme- 
BACK! rime o Jendors will attempt 
to zall zoóneone elses progranm- 
That curzed spoiler of SEaATUG Ming efforts, without the bene- 
demos, ‘The Gremlin’. struck a- Fit of sa distribution contract! 
aain, last month. Wav before Vou know, those funny little a- 
the meeting even began! Greenents between the author and 
President  Derrveck Turner was thé “store” that says the auth- 
planning to demo his Üliaer disk SF Bete in on a Few of the bucks 
zvzten menu  prrogram but uas that the 'store' makes for sel- 
thwarted early. when that sneaky lina the author sz ztutPr?7 
aremlin inhabited the bady of Apparently, this is the very 
Derryck’s personal physician and zituation that iz aoina on Wuitn 
convinced Uerrvck to tend to FIX-FX’s distribution. Ht pre- 
some lonza-nealected, minor aij- Z&nt time, the only suthorized 
Ment. This effort resulted in vendors of this is Uectorlare 
our President not showing up, at ànd RMG. Therefore, if you see 
311 nullifying the evening’s any ads for PIWN-FX being dis- 
planned event! i ributed by anyone other than 
What a dilemma! Did this mean those just mentioned, s word to 
that there would be no show? No the wise: They’re noc authorized. 
ua! In ualkz SEATUG’S neuezt 
arrival (thanks to sn invitation 28658 REPAIR MANUAL COMES IH 
by rabert Cazaresi, zoftwuarz After = still longer wait fron 
author and hardware designer, the Seattle Public Library, down 
Mike Di Rienza! Hike comes TOWN branch, they  finslly have 
strolling in with the confidence acquired the Sams Photofsct re- 
af someone who has not seen our Fair manual for the TS$2868 con- 
Past demo attempts., Withour this Futer. | had written a specia 
stumbling block to impede him, "equest to then to aet their 
he began to demonstrate his FIX- hands on a copy,well over a year 
FX graphics manipulation program 239- They stated that they'd 
and (uith further indignation to set on Tt, but it might take a 
the Gerenlini to ‘fix’ last while. It did. 
nonth"sz video-diaitizina at- At any rate, | nou have a pho- 
tenprtz! 3 tocopv of the whole thins. E 
Both attempts, were proud to shyone iz interested in seeing 
announce, were tremendously suc- Ib, OF Parts oF It, Give He a 
cessful! FIX-F4 held evervone call or drop a lina. 
rivitted and the video digitizer How, | might be able to fix 
totally redesianed by Hike, hag that bum Z868 that hed a Fase 
all “hams" present, lining up ta Power supply plugged into it! 
be digitized. ' 
It uas reported that out oF OH, YEAH! 
the corners of some eyes, the Juz In case vou were wander- 
nou-uounded Gremlin wasz barely ina. Gerryck is doing fine, War 
seen, much less expec pened. cationina im sunny Corts Rica! 
slumped to the Floor, rithins SHY is beina “picked up’ by 
in pain, in a far corner ae the Time-Life, Inc.,thanks to a very 
roon. i Senerous contract. Subscription 
Thank vou Mike Di Rienzo. for nCatez for the meu, hard-backed 
breaking the ‘losing streak'thact SHYM will triple and ad rates 
has palgued SEATUG! Can we keep Will 33uadruple (still a good 
Wb E D i a E desti]. 
April fools. 
SEATUG WELCOMES THO MIKES as 
Another "Hike" introduced to 
our club. iz Mike Stone. He is 
the only soul anona any af uz 
ald hands’, believe it or not, 
to Be in Possession of and usins 
a 255 laptop computer! Maybe we 
can aet a deno on this, soon? 
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Parts List 

Ici A4«LHUCLISS decoder 

Lic HMMOSS274 National clock 
gisdar as INSid diodes 

cL,cte eepr capacitors 

x se rbe Hz. cCciustal 

+ to 20665 expans 1an 


.CADZ SCHEMATIC 11/4/89 


TBACEDING YOUR 2069 TO TELL TME 


by Larry Zunk 


This is a very simple circuit that requires few parts. 

Software is required to read and interpret the clock signals. 
When writing it, vou must mask the high "nibble" of each clock 
register byte-read, as the chip uses only four bits of the data 
bus. To read the clock from BASIC, vou can add four 10K pull-up 
resistors to the upper four data bus lines. Then, when you read 
a register, subtract 240 from the read value to mask the high 
"nibble." 

The chip select (CS) of the clock chip can be connected to any 
of the decoder output pins (7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15). The 
clock uses 16 addresses, so decoder pin 15 will give you clock 
port addresses from 0 to 15, pin 14 will use addresses 16 to 31, 
etc. The chips are CMOS, so no buffers are required. 

I will sell the software to read this clock for $10. The 
relocatable machine code is 250 bytes. The time and/or date can 
be displayed anywhere on the upper or lower screen and INK, 
PAPER, INVERSE and FLASH attributes can be used. 


ZUNK CUSTOM ELECTRONICS 
1419 Ferris 
Waxahachie, TX 75165 
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It looks like a track ball! it 
works like a ioysticki Which is 
it? Hhat the heck is it? It's 
the Un-Roller Controller From 


Koklan Corporation! 


Roklan is a company from out 
of Arlinaton Heights, LLbinoies 
However, this item is uu. dis- 

El 


tributed through ectronic 
Supermarket, a surplus outlet 
that can be contacted bv uriting 


to 113 Foster Street, Peabody, 
MA 66153656. 

But enoush of that, for now. 
Let's aet doun to business! åf- 
ter arriving via UPS, Wasted no 
time unpacking the boxes, .There 


was the original one from Pekan 
that contained two controllers, 


Plus the larger ane fron Elec- 
tronic Supermarket that con- 
tained the Roklan box. 

Looks can be deceiving. The 


Strength of deception can be so 
Strong, sometimes, that it seems 
to over-ride all else--includina 
any cold logic vou may have pre- 
viously stored. 

So, after ripping Open öne gon- 
troller, what is the first thina 
f attempt? Yup! You guessed it! 
Ilt just doesn’t Went to work 
that way! 

This is very much a tuo-hand 
unit. Measuring 5"X 5" 2=17°8", 
the Un-Roller is Positioned za 
that the name, "ROKLAH" is at 
top. The cable pluas into any- 
thing that is Atari or Commodore 
B4/U1C 26 (Remember them?) cam- 
Patible, including the TS2668 
and modified 1666s. The user 
firmly grasps the left edoae of 
the unit with his left hand and 
the right edge with the Erota 
Thumbs are then used to slightly 
click the "dome" of the 'roller" 
forward, backuard, left, right 
or anywhere in- between. Accord- 
ing to the supplied literature, 
“This mew concert in controller 
design gives vou the control you 
desire, “without the problems of 
Joysticks. Ho more blisters from 
grasping the joystick handle tos 
tightly. Ho more broken joystick 
handles during intense Play." 

| don’t know about the bliz- 
tere (Do People actuasilrm set 
them from Joysticks? ls there 
such a thing as "uideo PpPalm'?77), 
but not ripping a standard stick 


cut by the roots, while you're 
frantically watching your life 
Pass before your eyes in "Flight 
Simulator” is like Nanna From 
heaven! Other games enjoy a sim- 
ilar experience, since reflex 
Now involves a twitch of the 
thumbs, instead of a tiaht-fizt- 
ed jerk (But then, asain, there 
may be a “tiaght-fisted jerk’ on 
the other end, anvwuas!), A con- 
ventional “fire” button is situ- 
ated on the upper-left corner. 

Aside from Games, how about 
other applicationz? Drawing ans 
Picture with Tech cs Ji n z a 
breeze. It actually feels i 
to move your cursor around with 
the Un-Roller than it does using 
a conventional Joystick You 
Sense a quicker response, better 
resolution for your pics. 

Usina it does take a bit of 
getting used to. However, once 
old Perceptions are zhaken and 
neu ones taken, you'll] begin to 


wonder how vou ever aot alona 
with that clunky, old Joystick 
handle. 

There is, above all, one im- 


Provement that can be done to 
enhance the Un-Roller’s uzeful- 
ness. Rs a matter of fact, the 
Problenm that this improvement 
stems from is inherent in most 
Atari-type Joysticks. The prob- 
lem in question is hou to keep 
the fire” button held down when 
it becomes advantageous to do 
So, like being in ‘draw mode’ in 
a graphics design Program or 
mercilessly blasting away every- 
thing in the universe, 

The solution is to add an extra 


"fire-hold^ toggle switch to 
short-out the existina "fite" 
button. I found that the upper- 
riaht corner of the unit Gives 
a convenient location for this 
Switch. However, since there is 
Plenty of room both on and in- 
Side the thing, mounting can be 
almost anywhere. 

Now, when | want to draw a pic- 
ture in ‘free form’ I FILEE up 


the tooale switch and 90 merrily 
drawing away! 

This was a good addition for 
the ol’ 2668, The old Atari- 
type sticks haue been permanent- 
ly assigned to the TS1888, where 
they'll serve many years of use- 
ful service! 

|l recommend you give these a 
try. Lotal cost, including ship- 
Pina for a box of tuo control- 
lers from Electronic Supermarket 
Was about $16, 

Hot a bad deal! 
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by Chuck 


A funny thina happened on the 
Way to acquiring a printer: not. 
funny-ha-ha but funnvy-stranae. 

How would vou like to buy a 


major piece of equipment, take 
it home, try it out, find out 
it wasn't what vou wanted, take 
it back, get your refund, then 
Find out, weeks later, that you 
really didn’t aet the refund??? 
Alternately, want to era oP se 
Find out how a computer store 


operates? Test their 3-day re- 
turn policys 

All of this happened at an es- 
tablishment called PC WAREHOUSE, 
Seattle branch. 

| had been looking for a 24- 
Pin, dot-matrix Printer for a 
while and uas interested in a 
certain Panasonic model. Locat- 
ina a local vendor that actually 
had them in stock to sell uas a 
bit of & Surprise, Epson seems 
to be very popular, around here. 
However, not only had | located 
a direct outlet but the printers 
were on sale! 

OFF | ao to the store, plasti 
in hand. Hot beina totally zu 
of its compatibility with 
z068 system, | get the prior 
from the store to return it wui 
in three days if Pt doesn 
work the way | want it to. 

Three davs later, the Printer 
was returned, receipts copied, 
and was told that my credit ac- 
count would be deleted for that 
Purchase. "breati'" Ll saida 

About six weeks later, the bil! 
For the credit card comes. Guess 
what? The charge is still there! 
Add to that a correct charge of 
another printer from elsewhere, 
and the effect is to kindly pay 
double for a single purchase! Ho 
thanks. 
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| call the store. Hhat have 
you guys been doing? "Weve been 
very busy," | "m told, "We’ll take 
care of it,” Uh-huh. How about 
now? The credit card bill is 


quickly approaching DUE DATE. l 
get them to mail the paperwork 
Statina the initial charge has 
been voided. In a couple of days 
i have it. Great! Riaht on the 
aforementioned DUE DATE, | go to 
the bank to pay off the credit 


Ln 


card. | take all relevant ance 
irrelevant paperwork to explain 
why there's sg large sum that I'm 


not paying for. The bank teller! 
does a couple of verification 
checks. 


Guess what they tell me?? That 
original Printer charge, the 
Sane one which | now have papers 
for, tellina me that, ve 


£, 

haz been erased from ms credi 
bill, has not ser been erased! 

Things start heating up, real 
well, at this point. | immedi- 
ately call the credit company 
fron the bank. The call is 
transferred Ae gs times, with 
my lenath» tale beina retold at 
each stop, 


"Send us a copy of your state- 
ments and well take care of it, 
as well as the finance charae."', 
e Finally told. Hell. this 
ztarted to sound a little bt 
better, euen thouah the finance 
charaez were as much in error as 


anvthina else. The revised bill 
Was then paid up to the new, re- 
duced amount. Copies of every- 


thina were made and forwarded. 
Do |! dare a sigh of relief? 
Still more time passes and | 
and | receive the credit comp- 
any ’s revised Statement of my 
account. Hhat’s this? Finance 
charges? Plus, as Separate letter 


Stating reception of copied 
Statements and, ages, the “Mere 
chant’ will have to be contacted 
for further information and 


would you mind waiting another 
45 days to clear up this matter? 

The letter was sent in error, 
and credit company adjustments 
were easily made. Beginnima in 
February, this whole mess has 
Finally closed on March 26th. 

As for PC Warehouse, be very 
Wary. They seem to be eager to 
take your money and very reluc- 
tant to give it.backs 

Personally, any business 
accounting department is in such 
a mess will not survive for very 
lone. Let'z hope that PC Hare- 
house, Seattle lespecially the 
45th HE branch] will not have 
the opportunity to screw anyone, 
sogain. 
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x 7 & Hp aU SEED TO MAKE THINGS SIMPLER, 


LIFE BE 52 


ComPLICATED 2777 HACKERS. 


FROM Now 9M, Yo 
Keown AS.... 


GOT To.. 
(MAT S TRAT ON 7, 
TRE MONTOR. =? 
SEQUEL A 


| Tc r 
Hi! T (0 STAKE quis kip PLAYING d Panic fp em 
7 Hector Hacer! — . Afovub. WITH HIS CBM fee coii m^ iL oed 
j AER E ^. : ; cuong l He HAS ro si pee ano M 
i AMPION SEIS.  STRAIGUT VO aD Denn Erme aceon er 
aro da HeSBAMD-GACKED Quip/ |. TO LEARN 4 TRA, / 
Justice! Ann”, He REEDS A mt iei. . 3 Gur Ner AS comp t€. LANGUAGE! 
© WHAT IS THAT ? | „Power CORBE/ He Has To. Eg c 
mis - LEARN A STRANGE, Conc ey 


WER IES 
DBK on 


CHAMPION 


rer err a A Hut meer n t nnn entm a na e 
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SERM 3vstice/ Å 
COMPUTE R Tene (s Wheres x E T 
Justice! nates or 
i ECTOR 
Haer “M , 


i: BE CoHTINUED.. .U 


New Jersey Man Shoots Computer 
By Anonymous, RCGH. 


A man named Micheal A. Case W 
arrested at home S a 
eight bullets fram hi 
.44-caliber revolver into hi 

|I BH personal home computer. 
These were mot just any bullets, 
either: these were your hollow 
Point "dum-dum" bullets, which 
ās you sportsman know, give you 
the kind af “stopping power” you 


need when your up against & 
Product backed by the world’s 
leading Manufacturer of 
data-processina equipment, lta 
Donald Yan Tassel) of the 
Passaic Township police told me 
that Hr. Case Was not very 


specific about his Motive: "He 
said he just got mad at his 
computer and opened up on it." | 
want to state, that we are 
behind him ane millian percent. 
If we have reached the point in 
this country where a nan does 
not have the right to bear arms 
against his own computer, then 
ue might just as well pour new, 
improved Liquid Draino on the 
U.S. Constitution. 

————--— PC NEWS & REVIEWS Oct 1989 


Guilt trip of the 1996s’ 


You don’t c 
‘ou don’t fax me. 
-————-—— Seattle P.l. April 2, 1996 


i e 


iR E w OE is rhe officia! 
newsilerrtrer of the SeartTtie 
Area Timex Users Group. 
IT is published muonThizu, 
with mailings due before 
The ist Thursday of Trhg 
monmtTh. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS for mon- 
Seattlif® ares users BILE 
onlu s&$1u^/ur, Tu SWYM, 

c/Yo Dave Barrershill, 
Treasurer. F.O. Box bHHbg 
Tacoma, WA "HBUubtu. 

Free exchanges are made 
berweem oTher relared 
Clubs via the news! errerc 
exchange orogrsam. 


ADVERTISING is accepregd 
and encouraged! Full-page, 
half end quarrer-paege ad 
space im available. 
Contract Robert Cazares or 
Chuck Kereluck for rares. 


ARTICLE CONTRIBUTIONS are 
welcomed and encoureseged. 
Use a variety of formars. 
Of course, the Pixel Print 
format is preferable. If 
USed, make a repe copy and 


mail roa Chuck Kereluck. 
For repeart contr iburers, 
mai leg tapes will be 
returned. For modem users, 
articles tin either 2røbB 


or IBM format) may be 

up losded tro the Chal l/l engerc 
Bulletin Board Sustem, 

ir The TIMEX USERS raum 

of the HARO-WHERE hal l wany. 
Call (PBb)821-ø3Hb. 

Typed, B172 x 11" Texr 
is acceprtahls. If disgerams 
are included. use a large 
mailer tra accommodare the 
unfolded size. 

Arricles supplied on ZEBRA 
FDD mr IBM PCE 5S-1/7U" or 
3-172" disks are also 
accepTible. These will be 
returned ro the aurhor. 


REPRINTS. Articles im 
SWYM may be reprinted for 
use in other news!lertrercs, 
providing proper credit 
is given tro The aurhor 
Bend publicerion. 
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